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Shopping in Shakespeare’s time

In William Shakespeare’s time money was made of gold or
silver and the value of each coin was determined by its
weight.

The denominations were pounds (£), shillings (s) and
pence/penny (d). Pence not pennies is the plural of
penny.

12 pence make 1 shilling: 12d =1s
20 shillings make 1 pound: 20s = £1
The s and d are written after the amount but £ is usually written before it.
Use the Tudor price list to answer these questions.

* How much does it cost to buy a loaf of bread, 3 apples and a pair of
fallow candles?

* How much change would you have from a shilling?

* How much does it cost to buy a pair of shoes, a lantern and a belt?
* How much change would you have from 2 shillings?

* How many different ways can you spend 152

* Now choose 3 items that you would like to buy and work out how much
they would cost.

¢ Choose an amount of money between 1s
and 4s and decide how you would like to
spend if.
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Loaf of bread 1d Brass candlestick 5d
Apples 3 for 3d Pewter candlestick 7d
Pear 1d Money pot 4d
Wooden spoon 2d Quarto - unbound copy of
Horn spoon 4d one play by Wiliam
Pewter spoon 9d Shakespeare 6d
Wooden trencher 3d Folio —bound copy of
I-handled cup 3q  severalplays by
% haridled cop 54 Shakespeare 20s

Pair of leather shoes 8d
Horn cup 9d

Belt 9d
g 7d Lantern 6d
Small basket 2'.d Loskiig:giss Is 2d
LaIge basket 1S Coif (gitl's hat) 4d
Leather pouch bag 1s Boy's hat 549
Leather shoes 8d 1Ib sugar 1s 3d
Horn book Is 1 lb cloves 2s
Tinkler (watering pot) 3d Piece of cheese 2d
Tallow candles (pair) 3d Fish 4d
Beeswax candle 2d Eggs (for 2 dozen) 8d
Clay candlestick 1~d Chicken 3d

Whilst we have endeavoured to check prices for everyday items we cannot vouch for the
absolute accuracy of the prices shown here as the amounts may fluctuate from year to year
and place to place just as they do foday. However having done our own extensive research
we would welcome any additional information you may have.
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